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22nd May 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As we come to the end of another term, I hope that you and your families and friends are keeping 
safe and well and that you are not finding learning from home as difficult or stressful as it may 
have been at the start of this Covid- 19 lockdown period. We know that this style of education is 
not an ideal situation for many people and I hope that you have felt you have had the support and 
information you have needed from us over the last two months. We will be sending out another 
survey after half term to collect views which allow us to make useful changes based on feedback. 
The tips from other parents and carers in the last survey were very well received so we hope you 
may have some more similar good ideas that we can share. Thank you for being so committed to 
making the very best of the provision we have in the current situation and for remaining so 
positive. It has been really good to be able to share with staff the regular emails from parents and 
carers thanking them for all they are doing. We really appreciate your support! 
 
Next week there will be no briefings or emails for parents as it is officially half term, but we will 
resume the daily updates on Monday 1st June to ensure that you have all the information we have 
received over the next week. 
 
So, in the meantime some updates regarding our plans for term 6: 
 
Years 7 and 8 
Students will continue to have hour by hour lessons set on Show My Homework for all their 
subjects. It is really important that students respond to teaching staff and form tutors when they 
ask for a response or for a piece of work to be sent in as it is one of the ways we can keep an eye 
on whether students are safe and well and also whether they are falling behind with their work. 
The engagement rate in both these year groups is very high, but it can still be improved! We know 
that some students are spending more time on the subjects they like best, but it is really crucial for 
them to do the work set for the other lessons too. Not only will it mean that they don't have to 
have lots of nagging emails from the member of staff or their form tutor, but it will mean that our 
pastoral leaders don't have to get in touch with parents and carers to ask about concerns. If you 
have a concern, please don't hesitate to contact the school of course. 
If you could ask your son/ daughter to show you their Show My Homework schedule and ask 
them about how they are getting on in each subject at the start of term 6 that would be 
extremely helpful.  
Our term 6 motto is 'Keep up, not catch up! 



 

 

Year 9 
Key Stage 3 staff are completing the Options process at the moment with the intention that we 
will move students over to their choices in week 3 of term 6. For the first 2 weeks of term 6 
students will have all lessons set for each subject, but for the last 5 weeks we will start to think 
about GSCE/ Btec preparation with them to get a head-start for September, whatever the 
situation may be at the start of the new academic year.  
Please encourage your son/ daughter to engage with all subjects and lessons set for them until 
we make the change to option subjects so that they complete their Key Stage 3 learning.  
 
Year 10 
We will confirm plans for year 10 on Monday 1st June once we have had the updates from the 
government around whether schools will be able to open to more students. Since we are planning 
for a number of different possible scenarios we are going for a 'keep it simple' model so that we 
are able to cater for the largest number of students we can given the limitations on staffing and 
space.  The emphasis will be on this provision supplementing on-line learning and only being used 
for those subjects where coming into school will be a really effective addition. In all subjects the 
majority of learning will still be done at home, and in some subjects all learning will still be on-line, 
although we will be developing more 'face-to-face' lessons through use of Teams etc. over the 
next few weeks.  
 
Our plan for some small group on-site provision is likely to be based on the following: 

• Groups of no more than 15 
• 100 minutes maximum on site 
• Separate start times, finish times, entrance and exit pathways and toilet facilities for each 

group 
• Teaching in the Sports Hall, Gym and LRC to ensure 2m social distancing is possible 
• Strict hygiene and sanitization rules 
• Suitable non-uniform clothing to allow for regular changes of clothes 
• Subject specialist teaching with work to then complete at home before returning for the 

next session 
• Parents will not be fined for non-attendance of their children 

We will of course adhere to all the government guidance and rules provided to schools for a 
potential re- opening and we have carried out a full risk assessment in advance to suit the change 
to usual provision. Due to the very small numbers of students we could have on site at any one 
time, the number of sessions students will have in school will be limited, in the first instance 
probably only being two or three subjects. We have had a very positive response to the option of 
students having some on-site provision and want to be able to cater for all of those who wish to 
come in if it is safe to do so. Unlike some other schools, we have been open throughout the 
'closure' period for two groups of students who have had permission to use our childcare 
provision according to government guidelines, so we are already in a very strong position in terms 
of knowing how to manage the site so that students and staff can work together safely. We are 
very much hoping that the national guidance next week will be favourable to us welcoming more 



 

 

year 10 students safely on site in term 6. Work will continue to be set on-line for all subjects 
throughout term 6 whatever the on-site provision available. 
 
Please check for further guidance from us on Monday 1st June. We will not be starting the year 
10 offer until the end of the first week back or the start of week 2 as we will need some time to 
make further checks against new guidance once it has been issued. 
 
Year 11 
Mr Hafernik has been communicating regularly with year 11 and we still have really good levels of 
engagement which is fantastic. Have a look at the post-16 booklet on the website if you haven't 
already as you will then get a taste of what they are doing. Tutors are still making contact weekly 
and Mr Hafernik does a weekly bulletin with competitions etc. which is clearly very well received. 
Year 11 families still have access to all our pastoral and careers support, as well as free school 
meal vouchers. Year 11 are still our responsibility till the end of June, and I am really delighted that 
they are still keeping in touch with us.  
 
So term 6 is very likely to be another busy few weeks as the country continues to work its way 
through the current crisis. There will be lots going on for students to be involved in outside of their 
scheduled lessons in June and July and if necessary, we hope to be able to make the events we 
had planned part of our remote provision where we can, including the transition for year 6 pupils 
coming to us in September.  
 
We still have no idea what the future holds for us, but please remember we are still Seahaven, still 
here and still keen to help in any way we can. Please don't hesitate to get in touch if you need any 
support over the next few weeks. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Sarah Pringle 
Headteacher 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


