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Year 11 is one of the most exciting as well as the most
complicated years at school. It is the “stepping stone” onto
college, and the beginning of the next step in your future
leading on to your choice of employment or Higher
Education course. It is primarily the year to become
organised and aware of what you need to do at each stage.
This guide is to help you plan your time in relation to the
GCSE exams and other formal exams you will be taking in
May and June.
When are my exams?
2020 has provided additional challenges to you with the Covid‐19
global pandemic leading to school closures. Because of the disruption,
the exam timetables have been delayed.
The GCSE Summer 2021 series dates and timetables are to be
confirmed. Before the delay, it was expected to start on Friday 14th
May and run for 7 weeks through to the first week in July (not including
the half term holiday) but this is currently subject to change.
When we have the provisional timetables we will update this
handbook. In the spring term you will receive an entry statement which
will show all the exams and assessments you have been entered for.
When you receive your entry statement it is important that you check
it carefully since the statement shows your personal data such as full
name and date of birth which will be printed on your certificates. The
names used should be those as on your passport and/or birth

certificate. If there are any mistakes in the personal data on your
statement of entry, please notify the exam office as soon as possible so
that this can be corrected.
Where are my exams held and where do I sit?
We anticipate that after the Easter holiday you will be given your
individual timetable, which shows each room for your exams and which
seat number you have been allocated. Desks will be labelled so that
you can check you are in the correct seat, which you will use
throughout the exam series (wherever possible). The labels will show
your name and candidate number.
Please make space by keeping your distance when entering and
exiting the exam room. Hand sanitiser will be available and some
invigilators may choose to wear face masks.
What do I bring with me to my exams?
Please bring your own stationery – black biros (including a spare one),
pencil, eraser, ruler and any maths or specialist equipment required in
a clear pencil case or transparent bag. If a calculator is allowed you
may bring this, but no calculator lids containing formulae. You will not
share equipment so please bring a spare pen(s).
You may bring a small bottle of water. The bottle must be clear and
have labels must be been removed. No food is allowed in an exam.
You MUST NOT talk or communicate with other candidates once you
are in the exam room.
You MUST NOT have a mobile phone, smart watch or MP3/4 players.
No potential technological/web enabled sources of information can be
on your person or in the exam room. If you have a mobile or any
potential technological/web enabled devise it must be turned off and
in your bag. Failure to observe this may result in DISQUALIFICATION
for your examination and your overall qualification.

Clocks will be placed in the room and you should be able to see the
time during the exam. The start and end times will be shown on the
white board in the room. The Exam Invigilators are not allowed to tell
you what the time is, how much time has elapsed from the start of the
exam or the time remaining. It is up to you to organise and plan your
time efficiently.
What do we do at the end of an exam?
You remain in your seat until instructed when and how to hand in your
exam paper (script) and then leave the room. Exam conditions apply
until you have left the room and you should not communicate or talk
with anyone until you are completely clear of the exam room. Please
make space by keeping your distance.
Who is in charge of my exams?
Mrs Pringle, as the Head of this Exam Centre, has the final
responsibility for your exams, some of which is devolved to teaching
staff, the Exams Officer and the team of invigilators. In each exam you
will find some senior staff present at the start to ensure good
behaviour, and resolve any problems however caused. During the
course of the exam the room will contain a number of invigilators
whose job is to ensure that the exam is carried out following the rules
and regulations. Most importantly they may assist you with anything
they are permitted to do, so if you need assistance you should raise
your hand and wait for someone. They can supply additional paper,
stationery, or if you need to leave the room temporarily they will
escort you and return with you.
You MUST NOT leave the room unaccompanied during an exam,
otherwise you will not be permitted to return to finish the paper. If
you have a problem or a question about something please ask an
invigilator, but do remember that they are not permitted to give you
advice or answers about the exam paper.

Results
For the main GCSE series in May and June, results are due to be
published on Thursday 25 August 2021 but maybe subject to change.
You will have the opportunity to collect your results in the morning, but
further details with the time of collection will follow nearer the time
due to the current Covid‐19 pandemic.
If you are unable to attend yourself you may send a close family
member to collect them on your behalf, with a note agreeing to this
signed by yourself. Any uncollected results will be posted home to the
last known address, so please ensure we have your correct address.
GCSE and other certificates will be sent to the school in November,
and we organise a collection event of which details will follow.
The certificates are very costly to replace (at about £45 per awarding
body) so we prefer to hand them over in person, and advise you to
keep them safe as you may need to produce them when applying for a
course at University or for employment.

Whole School Timetable for GCSEs and other Public exams in 2021
Timetables are to be confirmed by the Awarding Bodies.
This will be updated when we have further information.

Please take time to look at and understand
the important exam notices in the booklet.
They outline the rules and regulations that
you must adhere to throughout the exam
process. This is the Information for
Candidates as provided by the Joint
Qualifications Council; JCQ
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams‐
office/information‐for‐candidates‐documents/

