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19th March 2020  
 
Dear Parents and Carers 

 
Temporary Closure of Seahaven Academy from Monday 23rd March 
As you will be aware, the Government has announced that all schools in England will close 
temporarily for the vast majority of children from the end of the day on Friday 20th March.   
This decision has been taken on the advice of medical and scientific experts in order to manage 
the spread of COVID-19 and relieve pressure on the health system. 
  
Arrangements for continued learning from Monday 23rd March  
By the end of this week we will send you specific details of how remote working from home will 
operate and provide further information on our website. We have prepared well for these 
circumstances so that all our students can continue their education from home during the closure 
and already explained how this will work to our students. I am extremely grateful to staff across 
the school for the way in which they have taken on this challenge over the last two weeks. Their 
commitment to the students and the school is overwhelming. Students who do not have access to 
the internet and/ or a device to work on have specially prepared packs ready for them to take 
home, or to be delivered to them next week if they are currently absent from school. 
  
Seahaven Academy will, however, remain open for two specific groups of students: 

 Those whose parents are defined by the government as key workers (we are waiting for 
confirmation of exactly what this means but it is likely to be those employed in the NHS, 
emergency services or elements of the food supply chain); 

 Those who are particularly vulnerable including students with Education, Health and Care 
Plans (EHCPs) and those with additional support from Children's Services. 
  

We have already started contacting the students and parents and carers of those in the second 
category above to offer arrangements for children to continue at school and will send out a 
further email around key workers as soon as we have more information. If you have not heard 
from the school by midday on Friday 20th March and think that you would be eligible for key 
worker support from the school, please contact the office to discuss this on 01273 517601. 
 
Year 11 Exams 
The Government has also decided that no external exams will take place this academic year. Over 
the coming days, they will announce plans for how those due to sit them this year will be able to 
gain their qualifications. I know how important this will be for our year 11 students and we have 
already spoken to them this morning and reassured them that whatever is put in place it will not 



disadvantage them in terms of accessing college places and fulfilling their future plans. It may be 
that teacher assessments and predicted grades will be at the heart of the system this year.  If so, it 
is possible that we will need to justify our assessed grades using students’ work on paper and in 
books.  For students in Year 11 we are likely still to want to work intensively with them in the 
coming weeks so that whatever is ultimately assessed for qualifications is representative of each 
student’s best ability.  
 

Year 11 students have understandably had a mix of emotions on receiving this news about the 
exams, but they have supported each other as they always do and have been fantastic in the way 
they have responded and adapted to the situation. We are very proud of them all and have been 
very touched by the concern they have also shown for their teachers with whom they have 
worked so well over the last five years. 
 
We have told the year 11 students that tomorrow will not be 'the end' of their year 11 time with 
us. The planned events and activities will still go ahead, but at a future date. They are currently 
organizing an impromptu photo session in the hall to make up for a booking which will be 
cancelled later in the term. They are a wonderfully resourceful group. 
 

Trips 
We have still not had any further information regarding the residential French trip we have 
organised for later in the spring, but will let parents and carers know as soon as we receive an 
update.  
  
Free School Meals 
We will soon be finalizing how we can ensure that students on Free School Meals will receive 
entitlement to food and will contact you as soon as we have further information about this. We 
will naturally be doing everything we can to deliver whatever is required of us by the government. 
  
As we enter these times of further uncertainty, speculation and concern, our responsibility as a 
school, like yours as a parent or carer, is to give our young people the learning, support and 
reassurance that they will need in the coming weeks. We will continue to update parents and 
carers on a regular basis with important information as we receive it. We will continue to 
communicate with you by email and will continue to update the school website. 
  
Thank you for your continued support and for working with us in the weeks ahead. 
 
Seahaven Academy will be fully open to all students on Friday 20th March 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Sarah Pringle 
Headteacher 


